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| D= Friends, unto whom the gathering Arm of the Lord hath 
es 


CT 


reached, and who have known, in your Several meaſures, a 
ing gathered thereby into the heavenly Life, and are Wit- 
of the preſerving Power, by which ye have been kept —_—_ 
the Lord; and regardful of bis Hononr , Unto you, in an 

ner, is the Salutation of my true and tender Loyein the Lord, 6d for 
you, a8 for my ſelf, are the Breathings and fervent delires of my Soul 
offered up, in the ene Spirit, unto him, who is Joe God and mines 
that both you and I may forever be keptin the freſt tenſe of his tender 

mercies, and great loving kindneſs unto us that therein our 
cleave Fc unto him, and never. depart from him. For Friends,” it 
is a trying day, a day of great difficulty and danger, wherein the Ene- 
my isat work, and very buſie, ſetting his Snares on every fide; and 
== Temptations on every hand : And ſome, alas! have'entred 
e cine xy are caught and - held therein, for whom my Soul in 


A | agg 
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And truly.Friends,”a great weight hath been upon my Spiritfor mg. 
ny days, and.my mind hath been deeply exerciſed, in the ſenſe I have 
ofthe Enemy's prevailing, by one bait or other, -to «nſerele the minds 
of ſome , whom the Arm of the Lord had reached unto, and in ſome 
meafure. gathered to hen ace: But not abiding in that pure 
Light, by which they were at 


Blinded again, and Darkneſs is agan come over, to that degree, that 
they can now-contentedly takeup again what in the day of their Con- 


vincement, and in the time of their trae Tenderneſs,they caſt off as a 


burden too heavy to beborn. - Oh, my Friends, this hath been che Ene: 


{t viſited,and to which they were at firſt ' 
turned, the Ungerſtanding hath been /ailed-again, the Eye which was 
once in ſome meaſure Opened, hath the Godof the World inſenſibly - 


wy's work; Therefore it greatly behooves alto wich againfthim : (for+ 


it hath been for want of wars-fulneſs, that hehath got entrance into any. 
For when the mind hath been trom-off the true Watch, in a ſecure and 
careleſs State, then hath he ſecretly wrought, and preſented his fair 


baits, his allurements and.enticemeutsby plea{ure or profit, to catehthe - 


wnwary mind. And henceithath come to paſsthat ſome, who have come - 


out fairly, and begun well, and haveſcemed im good earneſt to have 
ſet their hand's to God's Plow, have looked back, and been weary of 
the Yoke of Chrilt, and have either «ted after the Fleſh-pots of Egypt 


' again, or twrned aſide into ſome By-path or crooked way in the 


Wilderneſs, and thereby have fallen ſhort of the promiſed good - 
Land. . : «1 x 


- +1 But you,-my.dear Friends, in whom the Word of Life ahides; and 
who aiadein the yertue and ſavonr thereof, ye know the Wiles of the 
, and the Power which ſvbdves him, and the Rock in which the 
Preſervation and ſafety is. So that 1 write not theſe things unto you, 
becauſe ye know them not : But the end of mwythus writing is, tofer 


we all may be:'provoked to Warch | 
wicked ene.” T herefore dear Friends, beat] beſeech you,the, word of 
Exhortation, though from- one that is little and low ( and through 
mercy Senſible of it) and who hath not been accuſtomed 16'ap- 


pear afrer this manner : For The Wind » YE know, ;bjowerb wbers | 


bs) tifterb./ + | 


Eriends; ic}! to mind the former times, and remember the days that - 


are-paſt and gone, when the day of the Lord firſt dawned unto you, and 
higPower ſ{ciſed upon you. 


mp rhe pure. mind in all,-upon whom the Namevfthe Lord is call.d; thas + 
a againſt the workings of the - 


? 


- 


Ye know how. weighty and retired the - 
Spirits S 
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Spirits of Friends then were, how Grave and'Solid their Deportment 
and Carriage z bow few and ſayoury their words, tending to edify the - 
hearers 3 now great « fear and backwardnefs was in them,to enter into 
famikarity with the World's People. O Friends, That was a good cos 
and that was a ſafe ſtate;for fear begets Watchfulneſs & watchfulneſs is 
a means to prevent Daryger. The all-Friends,keep CO pra 
' & therein watch againſt the Enemy, that he entangle you not;and hury 
your Spirits, by a roonear Familiarityand intimate Converſing with the 
People of the World; for therein, 1 affure you,liesa ſnare. For though 
it be both lawful and neceffary, and in 'fome caſes alſo uſefuland ſer- 
viceable to the Truth to Converſe withthem that are withobt : Yer if 
any Friendſhoutd-adventure in a frank and free mind, beyond the limire - 
of the pere fear,” to entertain-Familiarity with the World's People, the 
Spirit of the World in them wilt feek an Entrance, and, if not diligent» 
|; watched againſt, will atfo ger an Entrance; and bring a hurt anda 
loſs upon him er therrinto whomit ſo gets; For being once entred, it 
will ivfen'1bly-work, and diſpoſe the mind into which it is got, toz - 
Condeſctnrion'to, and Compliance with the'People of the World jt cot 
reries wirh; firſt in one thing, then in another, in Words, in Behaviour, 
&c. (litrl6 things in appearance,but great in conſequenee) till atlength 
a: 111d Ferercy pets up in the mind, and the Teſtimony of Truth by De- 
gr 'ts.1Slet fall. Bnt while the pure fear is kept to, and dweltin, the 
hþ aich* isalways ſet, the Spirit is retired and wetghty, and'an holy - 
Anfulneſ: reſts ypoi the mind,” which renders-fuch Converſe” box 
ſafe ro the Friends; and- more ſerviceable to them they (converſe + 
withal. ; _ 

AndF:iends, not only in your converſing with the World's People, - 
butin alt your Converfation'and Courſe of life, Watch againſt the Spi- 
ritof the Wortd, for it ties near to'terpt;, /andto draw oatthe mind, 
ard to tead back into the Wortd again... Youknow, Friends, that at 
the firlt, 'when the viffting arm of the, Love reached to us, "he Jed us 
out of the Wotle”s 'Way?, Mummers, Cuftoms and Þ aſbions, and a cloſe 
Teſtimony, botb'in word' and praftive,/ was-born againſt them; -' But 
how hath this*Feftimpry been\kepr up; 4nd: Kept=to by aM;” thathave 
ſince made profeſſion of the Truth: - Ab, how th the FnemyyIfor - 
wap of Watchfulneſz, ſtole in gyou too too many, and led. onvtiieir 
ig 7fromThatwhich id at fi 


+ 0  convinee thanyineo nLibertybtyond * 
the Croſt of "Ohriſt Jeſts ; And in that Bberrty they\have rumantothe * | 


Worl sFathions, which the Worldly Spirit continually inventsro feed * © 
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therein eatairyakode withal, that they may not.come ta Gravity and 
OuUUlty, .- "oy. | 
Thencg it hath come to paſs, that there is ſcarce a New Faſhion cames 
rh, rea. Cut invented,. but ſome or other, that profelles 


ruth, .is ready, with the foremoſt, to run into it. - Ah Friends, the 
- World ſces this and {miles, and poznts the Finger at it. . And this is both 
2 hurt co the particular, , anda Reproach to.the general. Therefore, 0 
- letthe Lotbe caſt, let ſearch be made by every ons, and let every one 
Examine himfelf, that this Aa», with his Babyloniſh Garment, may be 
found out and calt out : for indeed he isa Troubler of 1/: acl. Andall 
. Friends, who upon true ſearch ikall ind your ſelves concerned in this 
Particular, I warn and exhort you all; Return tothat which at hrlt 
convinced you; to that keep clale, in that abide, that thiereiu ye may 
Know, 3sat thetirit (noronly a Bridle tothe Tomgee, but ) a Carb.to 
the roving mind,a Reſtraint to the wandering.delire. For alluredly, 
Friends, if Truth be kept to, none will need to learn of the World 
xvhat to wears, what ta put an, or how to ſhape and Faibion their Gar- 
ments ; but Truth will ceach.all bow beſt to anſver the end of Cloths 
both far #/eful ſervice anfd.modek decency. And the Croſs of Chriſt w 
be a Yoke to. the anraly will, and a Reſtraint upon the wanton;mind; 
and will crucihe that nature that delights in Fixery and in Bravery of 
Apparel, in which the true adorning doth not ſtand, but in the biddes 
. mane the heart, in that mbich is not corruptible, even « meek, and q:in 
Spirit, 1, Pet. 3, 4- And the Grace of God, which hath ap 
$0all, and which hath brought Salvation.to many, will not only t 
20 deny ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly | and 
godly jn this preſent World, Titus 2. 11, 12. but willalſo lead them thit 
obey it outof all Exceſs, and out. of all Superfluities and worldly vs 
vities, and. will teach them to .order their Converſation aright. 
Therefore to this heayenly- Grace beerery:mind. turned, andthereia 
- .ſtaid, thazthereby all who profeſs. the Truth may be kept within the 
.boly Limirs of itz that in. the whale Conyerſation. and Geurſe of lite, 
.in Eating, in Drinking, in putting en Apparel, :and in whatſoever 
elſe. we de, or take in hand, all may be doneto the glory of. God, 
+ -JCor. 3©. 31. -..thatour Moderation -in all. things may appear unto 
all men. | | \ 2a 
And let net any deceive and.hurt themſclyes with a falſe Plea, fay- 
ing, I will be left ro my liberty, 1 have Freedom to do, $0, 07 Wear and 


ſe; And Religion ftands not in Clethes, &c. For that Liberty whic Fo 
wor 
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| encouraged to greater boldneſs and licemouſneſs : but fometimple 


more fubtle of his Inſtruments, to oppoſe the good Order of-Truth. 


( 


worldly Spirit leads into, is not inJeed true liberty, but is a falſe and 
feigned liberty, which leads into true and rea! Bondage. And though Re- 
ligion ſtands not ſimply in Clothes; yet trae Relig ion ſtands in that 
which ſers a bound and limit to the mind with reſpett to Clothes, as well 
as to other things. So that where there isa running out into Exceſs 
and vanity in Apparel, that isa certain indication and token that rhe 
mind u got looſe, and hath caft off the Yoke, and is broke away from 
- - Sbjeftion to that divine. Power, in-which the true Religion 
ands. 

Great hath been the hurt which the Enemy hath done in this day, 
by leading into. « falſe Freedem, and crying up a wrong Liberty : for 
under this Pretence have crept in great Diſorders, ſome running out 
one way, and ſome another; ſome mixing in Marriages with the 
World's People, and ſome going to the Pricft to be married. And 
many looſe and wnclean Spirits have ſhrowded themſelves under this 
planiible Pretence of being left to their liberty, unto whom Trnth's 
Order is irkſam and uneaſie; and they kick againk it, and calkit Im- 
polition becauſe ir checks thery licentions Liberty. Therefore all, who 
joyn with their Plea, examine and try what Liberty it is ye claim 
and ſtand for : for the true Liberty is not inconfiſtent with the Crofs 
of Chriſt, nor repugnant to his Yoke but agrees with it, and is ob- 
tained through it, and maintained by it. And none whom the Son 
hath made free indeed, will, or can plead, or make uſe of that Liber- 
ty in'Oppoſition to-any Means, which the God of Order hathappointed, 
or ſet upin his Church for the keeping out Confuſion, diforder and 
Looſneſs. And hereby all may take aright Meaſure, and may cer- 
tainly know what kind of Liberty that is, which ſome nave ſo hotly con- 
tended for in Oppoſition ro that necellary and commendable Order, 
which God hath led his People into, and which the Enemy, in" this 
Agents, labours fo bard to lead, or drivethem outof. For the Ene- 
my well knows, that the tendency and fervice thereof is to deredt 
and diſcover his ſecret workings, and to bring bs Deeds ro Legit and 
Judgment z and therefore he ſtrives with might and main to overturn 
it,crying out through his Inftruments, Away with your Order, Let eve- 
ry one be left to bus Liberty. By which ſeemingly fair and fpecious Plea, 
not only the looſe, diſorderly, faftious Spirits have been let up, © 2nd 


and well meaning Friends alſo, not ſeeing eh» deſizn of Satan herein, 
have been miſled thereby, and made uſe of by the Enemy, and the 


T his 


Thus hath the Enemy wrought, and ſought to Iay waſtzthe work of 
the Lord. But the Lord (magnified be his holy Name) hath not been 
wanting to his People, that in ſincerity of Heart have diligently wait- 
ed on him, and truſted in him; for he hath all along raiſed up ſome, 
whoſe Eye he hathopened to ſee the Defign and werking of the Evil 
One; and whoſe Spirits he hath engaged to ſtand up in a faithfsl 
Teſtimony againſt him, contending for the way of Truth. Which when 
they in whom the Enemy wrought, perceived, and found they could 
not run over the heads of Friends, ard carry things on as themſelves 
pleaſed, they ſet themſelves, in a heady willfal Spirs:, to raiſe Diſtur- 
bances in Meetings for buſineſs, by encouraging aud abetting ſuch 
heady, looſe, contentions and diſorderly perſons as would joyn with them; 
thus hardring themſelves,and provoking the Lord to give them upto 
blindneſs and hardneſs of Heart, . till at. length the .Enemy prevailed 
{o far upon them,. as-to work them, by degrees, from Diſcontent 
to Prejudice, then to Exmity,.and (o at length, in divers places, to an 
open deteftion, Apoltacy and Separation. 

Now although 1 know, my dear Friends, that ye who have kept, 
your Hahit ation inthe Light of the Lord, and whole Eye « ſingle there- 
ip,have aclear ſight and underſtanding that the Spirit, which hath thus: 
wrought and fenght againſt the Truth, is not, nor can be, of God, but 
is of the Wicked One ;, And although the Fruits it hath brought forth, 
through the Agents and Inſtruments in and by which it hath wrought, 
viz. making Difturbanees in Meetings, .to the Breaking the Churches 
Peace, Cauſing Diviſions among(t Friends, Publiſhing to the World 
moſt wicked, Malicious, railing and. ſcandalous Books, againſt Friends 
(an effett of the greateſt Enmity) ſputring and keeping: Friends out of 
their common Meerting-bouſes, in which they have a juſt Right and 
Property, and not ſuffering them to meet therein (which is a part of 
the Perſecution inflifted on. Friends by the World) and at length, 
alſo ſetting up ſeparate Meetings, in Oppoſetion to the Meetings of God's 
People; Although, I ſay, theſe Fruits are ſufficient of themſelves 
to diſcoyer and manifeſt, to an Vnclouded mind, what Spirit that is, 
and muſt needs be, that hath brought them forth : Yet inaſmuch as 
ſome, partly through weakneſs of Fudgment, and partly through perſo- 
nal Afﬀettion to ſome of thoſe leading Separatifts, are yet in danger 
to be betrayed by their fair words and fained. ſpeeches, wherewith they ly 
in wait to deceive, I feel a concern remain - upon my Spirit, in the love 

of God, to warn all ſuch, that they joyn not.with, nor give Counte- 
nance unto that Spirit, that hath thus wrought againſt the Lord, _ 
| agun 
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2zainft his People. - For Friends, in the holy fer of the Tiving God, 
and in the Qpenings of the Spring, . of his pure {fe in my Soul, at this 
time, an1 from the certain kuowledge and clear demonſtration which 
1 have- received from him therein. I teſtifie and declare unto you, 
that this Spirit,which in this day hath 17 oxt, and hath drawn out ſome, 
into Oppoſition againit the way and work of the Lord, into Diviſion and 
Sep.rratzon from the Peop'!e of the Lord, and from the holy Aſſemblies 
which the Lord hath gathered, and by his gr hath 
owned, and daily doth own ; this Spirit, I tay, is the lame with that 
which hath formerly wrought, in other appearances, againſt the Truth 
in our time, and is the ſaine with that Spirit, that wrought againft the 
workof the Lord inthe dayes of the holy Apoſtles. This Miftery of 
In4quity then wrought, and cauſed many to twrn aſide; and to leave the 
tight way of the Lord, and to forſake the Aſſemblies of Gods People, 
Heb. 10. 25. yea, and to ru into Separation too, Jude 19. Upon 
whom the Holy Ghoſt hath ſet this Brand, That they were Senſual, 
having not the Spirit. And many cloſe and ſharp Teſtimonies did the 
Lord give forth through his Servants in that day againſt this Spirit, 
and againſt thoſe that were joyned toit-and aCted by it, as may be ſcen 

in the holy Scriptures. | | 
Yea, Friznds, this Spirit that hath led ſome now to ſetup their Se- 
-parate Adcetings, is the fame that led Jeroboam the Son of Nebat to fet 
up his Separate Altar at Be hel, of which you may read, 1 Kings 12, 
'& 13, Chapters. He was afraid, that if the people ſhould conti= 
nue tO go xp tothe Houſe of the Lord, to do Sacrifice there, as they had 
been accuſtomed to do , and as the Lord had required, they would 
then forlake him, and return to the Lord again. And this Spirit now 
is aſraid, that if they whom he hath ſeduced, and drawn aſide, ſboultk 
Rill frequent the' Aſſemblies of :God's People, and continue to meet 
with -Friends as before, that heavenly Fower which is eminently ma- 
nifeft in"the Meetings of God's People, might at one time or other 
reach unto them, touch their Hearts, open the right Eye in them, afd 
give them to ſee the Mſchief and Miſery he 1s leading them into. 
And therefore to prevent this, and tor keep his Captives cloſe unto 
him, he hath contrived to ſet up ſeparate Meeetings, 'in Oppoſition to 
the Meetings of God's appointment, as Feroboam ſet up his ſeparate 
Altar, inNppoſition to the Altar which God had commanded to be fet 
up,and to keep the People from going thereto. And fo ſubri1t»+d;d 
this Spirit work then, as well as now, that Feroboam contrived to have ' 
his falſe Worſhip bear ſome TE ro the true, that he: —_ 
! 2 tne 
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he more cafily beguil the people : For he ordained 4 Feaſt, like unto the 
Feaſt that was in Judah, 1XKr»gs 12..32. but It was un the Month which 
ne haa aevijed of his own heartyveTi. 33, Mark that z there 1s a Blot upon it : 
how fair or ſpecious ſocver the Worſhip he {ct up appeared or ſeem- 
ed 40 be, yet it was but the device of hs own hear: ;, It was neither ap- 
pointed by God, nor accepted of God. For you may read in the 13th 
Chapter, that the Lord-ſent a Prophet, a Man-of God, out of Fudai 
to Bethel ; And he cried againſt the Altay in the Word of the Lord, and 
propheſied the Defraition thereof by Joſiah, which was afterwards 
outwardly fulklled, as you may read, 2 Kings 23 15,&c. Now Foftab 
ſignifies, The fire, or burning of the Lord. And in the holy dread of 
the living eternal Ged 1 declare, The fire of the Lord « kindled, and 
kindling againſt this accurſed ſeparating Spirit, and againſt its work,, and 
ail all that joyn with it therein. Therefore all fear before the mighty 

od, and ſtand ſtill and conſider your wayes : and let none refiſt or 
reject the warning of the Lord, leſt ſuch be hardened to deſtruftion, For 
Feroboeam, you may read, ſtuod by his ſeparate Altar, verſ. 1. And 
when heheard the ſaying of the man of God, which he cryed againft the 
Altar in Bethel, he put forth bis hand, ſaying, Lay hold on him. But buy 
band which he put forth againſt him, dryed mp, ſo that he could not pull it in 
againtohim, ver. 4.. O Friends conſider, How hath 4rin:ſs and wither- 
5wg come upon many a great and ſtout One in thisday, who have lifred 
wp themſelves againſt the Lord, and have ſought, by the devices of their 
own Hearts, to eſtabliſhthemſelves in their own way, againſt the way of 
the Lord ; ſo that the hand they have put forth in that work, they could 
not pull in again. Now mind I pray you Friends, and obſerve the 
way of the werking of this Spirit in that day. Here was the Emmy. 
the rough nature of Cain and Eſar,the Spirit of Perſecution, got up firlt 
in Feroboam, to diſmay the man of God : Lay hold of him, lays he. 
But when he ſaw that would not do; then the Sabele Serpent, the Craf- 
9 Fox, the Fair Speeches, the Smoorh Words, the Seeming Friend- 

ipand Shewof kindneſs to Betray him. Come home with me, ſays he 
tothe man of God, and refreſh thy ſelf, and Ini give thee a Reward, 
ver. 7. O Friends, ſtand inthe Fear and Connſelot the Lord, and i1 
the Dominion of his Power, over this wicked Spirit in all its Twiſtings 
and Twinings. Let neither the Frowns nor the Fawnings, the Threats 
nor the Flarteries, the herd Specchcs nor the Oyly Words, the Phariſas- 
cal Friendſhip, the d:ſembling Love, the ſeeming Kinaneſs, the famili- 
"ar Carriage,the jree Entertainment, the fine Bit, the Offer of Advantages, 
&c. haye any Influence upon you, to draw you, in the leaſt meaſure, 
to 
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to joyn Or toxch with God's ® . with him that ſets up a ſeparate 
Altar, a Separate Meeting, in Oppoſition to, and to draw or keep from 
. the right way of the Lord z; mind well the Anſwer, which the man 
of God gave to Jerobam's tempting invitation. If ( ſaid he) thou 
wilt give me half thine houſe, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat 
Bread nor drink Water in this place, ver. 8. (This was where the Sepa- 
rate Altar was ſetup) And he gives a forcible Reaſon for it z For ſs 
was it charged me by the Word of the Lord, ver. 9. Here now you ſee both 
the Charge of the Lord, and the good Reſolution of the Man of God : 
I will not goin with thee who haſt revolted from God; neither will; 
eat or drink in this place, where an En, n of Separation and Oppoſiti- 
on to the way of God is ſetup. Con 9 this well 1 warn you All, 
in whom there is yet any erue Breathings after the living God, who 
retain any Tenderneſs, and in whom there is any Simplicity left z Con- 
ſider this well, I ſay, when thy pretended Friend or Friends, in a 
great deal of Seeming love and kindneſs, ſhall invite thee to partake 
with them attheir Separate Altar, to ſit down with them in their Se- 
parate Meeting. Theanſt not be a Mn of God, and go in with them,or 
Eat or Drink in that place: Thou canſt not ſit down there, to wait 
for the Bread of Life, or the Water of Life, to be given thee there : 
No, The Woyd of the Lord, if thou give heed unto it, will Charge thee 
otherwiſe: Therefore to that pure living Word let every mind be turn 
ed, and thereto kept, in a diligent waiting to receive Wiſdorr, 
Strength and Power from the Lord therein, that none may be betrayed 
by the Sabrilty of the Enemy, with whatſoever faxr prirence He may 
come. For remember how the Man of God, that was enticed by ano= 
ther to eat and drink outwardly at Bethel, the place where the Separate 
Altar was ſet up, loff his outward life therefore, verl. 18. and 24. And 
it thou ſhalt preſume to gozn, to Eat or to Drink Spiritually, that is, 
to joyn in Worſhip with the Sons of Nebat at this day, in the ſeparate 
Meetings, that any of them have ſet up, in Qppoſutzonto the Allemblies 
of God's People, and to the B,ciled Way and Work of the Lord, 
how know?ſt thou but thou may ſt for ever loſe thy Spiritual life,and never 
know a day of Quickening more ? 

Therefore all Friends, watch againſt every Temptation thereunto, 
4s you love your lives, as you regard the good and eternal welfare of 
your Souls; and let notthe NV1me, nor perſon of anv Man have Power 
over you, to-draw you aſide, ncttner It Numbers {way with you, in 
which, I know, thele Aderiarics. ot T ruth ds nota little boaſt though, 
bleſſed be God, with little rca\on | but remember that Ferobuam of 
old hed Ten Tribes out of Taelve to cry vp his ſeparate Altar; _ 
Oo 
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withſtanding which, he is bra»ded to Poſterity in the holy "Record; 
with this 8-4and; Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, WHO MADE'IS- 
RAEL TO SIN, 2 Kin. 14. 24. Therefore let not any follow a 
Altitude to do Evil, Exod. 23. 2. butall foYow that which u good, both 
«m2 your ſelves, yy ro all Mer, 1 Thel. 5. 15. For Friends, you 
know whither the road way Icads, ard what it is the wide Gate opens 
ioto, which the MANY, go inat: Butkeep ye to the ſftrair Gate, 
and walk ye on inthe N ARROW way; for in it 1s ſafety, and at 
the end of ir everlaſting krppine/s. 

But Friends, becauſe of the #raitneſs of this Gate, and the Narrow- 
neſs of this way, ſome that have atremped to walk in it, aregrown weary 
of it, and have ſought out another way, a way which ( Jeroboam like) 
they have devrſed of their own Heart;wherein they may have more room, 
more ſcope: .more Company, Eafe in the Fleſh, ' Leberty tothe Fleſh, 
and all without controul. And this 1 am ſatished, hath not been the leaf 
motive to the Separation in this day (as it was the greatef in days paſt ) 
though ſome that have been drawn into it, may not perhaps, ſee the 
Ground upon which it was undertaken. But the Lord hath opened an 
Eye in many, which ſees the Riſe and Ground, Entrance and End of this 
Ghertine Spirit and its work. And this Eye will the Lord daily open 
more and more in all, that diligently and in ſincerity walt upon him, 
Therefore All Friends every where, who have not yet a clear ſight, 
and a thorow Underſtanding of the Narureand Work, Deſizgnand Drift 
of this Dividmg Spirit, Wait, I beſecch you, in Simplicity of Heart and 
Low'ineſs cf mind, upon the Lord, and keepto the meaſure of the Gt ace 
you have received, from him, and ſuffer not your minds to be ſwayed;or 
byaſ-d by any perſonal Kindneſs, natural Aﬀetion, Rel atson, Kindred, or 
Acquazintanee; but ſtand Single and open to the Lord,not juyning to or 
any way count?nancing that which the Teſtimony of Truth, in'theart- 
ſinzs of the Heavenly Life, and breakings forth of the divine Power 
through any, goes forth againſt: So will your preſent (tanding be ſafe, 
anc you be preſerved out of the ſnares of this inſinuating and treacherous 
Spirit; And the Lord, in his appointed time, as ye abide with him, 
will open your underſtandings further, and give you aclearer Sight of 
that, which atpreſent yon do not fully ſee, and thereby bring you to 
that Certainty and afſwrarce, which (bleſſed be his Name) he hath 
brovght many vnto 

And vou, my dear Friends,whoſe Spirits the Lord hath ftirred wp,and 
whoſe Hearts he hathengagedzin an holy Zeal, to tand up for his Bleſſed 
Naineand Truth, and tobear a faithful Teſtimony againſt this wicked 
rending 
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rendring Spirit ; Goon inthefſtrength and power of the Lord, in the - 
might of the God of 7 acob : for you are aſſuredly on the Lord's ſide; 
wt the Lord Jehovah, the ſtrength of 7/racl, is on your ſide. There. - 
fore Friends, be enconraged inthe Lorc to ſtand fredfoft in your Teſti- 
ey02y, not giving way to the Enemy, no not for a moment. And take 
heed, I beſecch you in the Love of God, how ye enter into any Treaty 
of Peace, or Terms of Agreement with this nngodly treacherous Spirit, 
which is out of the Truth,and draws out of the Truth,end fights again 
the Trath, For there is no Peace unto it, ſaith my God. P- ; they who 
have joyned themſelves unto it, and have Wickedly given themſelves up to 
be ated by it, and to act fer it, muſt paſs through the Riwer of Fudg- 
ment, if ever they be Redeemed from under its pewer. Fricnds, Con- 
demmation muſt firſt bs felt and owned, before Recougidiation can be known s 
and the fire of the Lord muſt paſs upon the Tranſgreſſor, to conſume 
the works of darkneſs, the Ungodly Deeds, the Envious Reviling 
Speeches, the wicked malicious flinderous Books and Pamphlets, &c. 
and to burn wp the Grownd from whence they Sprang. For a Flaming 
Sword hath the Lord God ſet in his Eden, which turneth every way, 
and none that are gone out can ever come in again, but they muſt paſs 
under the famwng Edgy thereof. Therefore my dear Friends, ſtand 

your ground inthe authority of the - heavenly life, and tamper not with 
God's Enemies : Remember the word of the Lord to the Prophet, Lec 

thiwm return unto thee, but return not thou unto them, Jer. 15. 19. And then 
what follows? 1 will make thee unto this People a fenced Braſen Wall;and they 
ſhall fight againſt thee, but they fhallnot prevail againſt thee : for [ am with 
thee to ſave thee, and to deliver thes, faith the Lord, ver. 20. Sothe God 
of Life fill your Hearts daily more and more with a Phineas. Zeal for the 
honour of his Name,anG furniſh you abundantly with Wiſdom and C ounſcl, 
with Boldneſs and Courage, with Strength and Power, to enconnter and 
overcome the Enemy z And makeevery one more warchful againſt the 

Spirit of the World, to withſtand it inall its aGurements to vanity, of 

whatſoever kind, that whatſoever wonld defile the Camp of the Lord, 

may be purged out, and kept out, th: t th: Lord may moreand more de- 
light in his People, and ſhower down his Bleſſings upon them ; which 


is the fervent defire of; 


Tour Faithful Friend, in the Love and Service of the - - 
Unchangeable Truth, 


The 24th, ofthe 24. Thomas Ellwood, 


